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Bruckberger, Image America America. The author, Dominican who was 
Viking. July 277p. $4.50. awarded the Croix Guerre and the medal the 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—Mid-Summer) Honor for his work the Resistance move- 
Published originally France 1958 under the title ment World War II, has lived the United States 

and now translated from the for over eight years and has traveled widely and has 
French Paulding and Virgilia Peterson, the met many Americans. likes and admires but 

last two chapters the French work have been re- the same time urges more than are 
placed final chapter entitled, Letter Ameri- doing for the rest the world because believes that 

cans,” but otherwise few changes have been made. America can more than any other nation arrest- 

original version was intended aid Europeans the spread the cancer communism. Why does 
understanding America; this edition, hoped, will believe that? believes because Americans 

enable Americans understand how Europeans feel issued the Declaration Independence, document 
America. America meant the United States for which has the greatest respect, document un- 


134 


like that issued any other nation the history 
mankind. urges live the spirit that 
famous document and thereby strengthen ourselves and 
save the rest the world. 


Father Bruckberger has much respect for the Puritans. 
Possibly gives them more credit than they deserve 
with reference the impression that they made upon 
colonial society. any rate, observes, these 
Puritans “made distinction whatever between meta- 
physical and political freedom. God created man 
free, was scandal and sacrilege, offense against 
God, deny man his freedom any domain, not 
excepting the political (p. 22).” When the English 
government attempted precisely that, the Revolu- 
tionary War followed. The author wholeheartedly 
with the Americans, particularly after they had issued 
their Declaration Independence. that document, 
was recognized that the whole natural order was 
created God and that man’s fundamental rights 
come from God. exercising those rights, man needs 
account only God, not the state. God 
alone who establishes men’s equality with one another. 


contrasts the Declaration Independence with the 
official position taken the French Convention during 
the French Revolution, “The citizen born, lives, and 
dies for his country” and terms the French statement 
blasphemous because endows the nation with divine 
right over the individual. believes that the em- 
phasis the Declaration Independence upon God 
the Source human liberty stemmed from the 
wishes the Puritan members the Continental 
Congress rather than from Thomas Jefferson, who pre- 
pared the original draft the document. However, 
likes Jefferson and says much praise him. 
Father Bruckberger also likes Hamilton and considers 
him the saviour the infant nation because the 
emphasis placed Hamilton upon the necessity 
American economic emancipation, well 
emancipation, from England. 


discussing our later history, the author displays keen 
insight. does not attempt orderly history the 
nation. Certain individuals are treated length be- 
cause their great influence. devotes many pages 
Henry Ford, whom likes, because Ford emphasized 
the necessity considering workers customers and 
paying them accordingly. Much attention also ac- 
corded Samuel Gompers and the opposition the 
latter strikes, position evidently approved the 
author. The American worker compared the 
Soviet worker, with the latter placed unfavorable 
light. The author regrets very much that used the 
first atomic bomb because placed serious dis- 
favor with the colored peoples the world. fore- 
sees world population thirty billions within cen- 
tury half and wonders even one-thirtieth 
that population will Catholic. urges all white 
people and especially all Americans try aid 
every possible way the colored peoples the world. 
Failure that may mean effect the liquidation 
the white people the future the more numerous 
colored races. includes France his plea, hoping 
that France and the United States may convince back- 
ward nations that Communism not the only way nor 
the best way more fruitful future. effect, the 


author wants apply the Declaration Independ. 
ence all other nations and thereby save the rest 
the world and ourselves from terrible tragedy the 


years that lie ahead. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Marshall, Edison The Pagan King 
Doubleday. July 9,1959. 380p. $3.95. (IIb) 

knights shining armor, jousts, Table Round, 
Holy Grail, castles, witches remain the 
husks legend are pulled apart reveal what manner 
man this King Britain might have been. And 
with ear stripped bare what golden grain revealed? 
Only that Arthur was barbarian, adherent the 
ancient religion untouched Christian influence, 
strong and taking man whom crafty Druid 
lated into the path Empire from Wales where 
men were growing less and beasts were growing more 
the 5th Century A.D. when Roman power Britain 
was but memory with Picts, Irish and Saxons pressing 
from every quarter and the forests covering the 
remnant civilization. 


Merdin (Merlin) was the Druid who reared Ambrosius 
(Arthur) Cambrian farm, keeping from him the 
knowledge that was the son King Vortigern 
the latter’s incestuous relations with his sister, Anna. 
His tutor, Gerald, who later became his general, and 
Anna, whose tragedy had robber her speech, were 
his only companions. 


Beltane feast, Ambrosius met and clashed with 
Modred, legitimate son the King, and fated enmity 
was born though the two loved each other dearly. 
There also, Ambrosius met and fell love with Elaine 
the Lake. His identity pierced Vortigern, Am- 
brosius fled and was hidden with Elaine Merdin 
Pillicock Hill where, through Pillicock the dwarf, 
discovered cache Roman arms that could enable 
him lead and army against Vortigern. returned 
Cambria, slew the wild boar, Droit, foretold 
the Song Camlon, Druid song prophecy, and 
rose against Vortigern. this time assumed the 
name Artay and was joined Vivain the Temptress, 
daughter witch and employed Enid, Vortigern’s 
wife, for Artay’s undoing. Unable have Elaine 
cause the song pledged him Wander Cornwall, 
Artay succumbed Vivain’s charms and was almost 
undone. defeated Vortigern but the King and 
Modred fled other realms. 


Elaine now yielded Artay who then left conquer 
Cornwall, now knowing that there was some dreadful 
secret his birth. took Cornwall without battle 
and wed Wander only trap her and Modred bit 
cuckoldry. Then into the midlands where 
feated the Hecanas, again barely escaping with his life 
from trap Vivain’s laying. Ignorant the fact 
that Elaine had borne him son, Artay consented 
have several babes, born within certain time, slain 
avoid soothsayer-inspired threat his 
Vivain had Elaine’s child slain and despair Artay 
sought solitude the moors. After months grief, 
learned that Vortigern had treacherously become 
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King East Britain and had allied himself with the 
Saxons. Taking the name, Art-Tyr, later become 
Arthur, the King defeated the Saxons and acquired 
overlordship Britain. last treachery was 
kill Merdin. She then betrayed Vortigern, who was 
killed Pillicock. men half-blinded Elaine 
and then Vivain herself scarred Arthur’s face with acid 
Elaine killed her. final battle between Arthur and 
Modred gave Arthur victory with Modred released. 
Arthur then resigned his throne Gerald and left 
boat with Elaine for Avalon, where wandering un- 
known minstrels they could spread the legend 
Arthur. 

interpretation the Arthurian legend there 
much that this tale does not account for. Certainly 
much the beauty gone and only the preordained 
fatalism remains. Only the relation between Arthur 
and Modred offers attractively different interpreta- 
tion, together with the twist having Arthur spread 
his own legend. Much this book line with 
Treese’s earlier interpretation; none resembles 
White. Because Arthur’s sexual activity, the 
book can considered suitable only for adult readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


West, Elliott Man Running 
Brown. July 15,1959. 310p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Middle-aged, nearly broke, American news- 
paperman Ben Dana returned Spain where had 


been since escaping foot the mountains 


into France after fighting the losing side the 
Spanish Civil War. Refused job the Madrid office 
the paper which had one time employed him, 
finally agreed lend his passport, for consideration, 
passportless German with whom had struck 
acquaintance. Steck, one time general the Nazi 
army, had fled Spain from Paris when the Allies 
came in. Paris, had hidden small fortune 
return for the use his passport for week the 
most. The jewels were not there, Steck did not return, 
and Dana, along with the Spanish mistress whose pass- 
port Steck had turned over Dana sort insur- 
ance, decided find him. passport, getting 
into France obviously presented hazards. However, 
Dana finally found Steck living comfortably with 
French mistress. struggle kill Dana, Steck shot 
himself instead, which left Dana possession his 
again and free return Spain marry the 
Spanish Soledad now respectably selling shoes 
wealthy women. 


Unfortunately this novel entitled Man Running never 
does get beyond plodding walk. About one-third 
the way through, the story picks faint amount 
momentum, then drops back its lethargic conversa- 
tional pace. There lot conversation, too, 
pseudo-philosophical nature, very dull, and also as- 
sortment uninteresting people who have moral 
character (the main characters really haven’t any 
either), and who never become very real anyway. 


Author Elliot West has written and published num- 
short stories. Perhaps this should have been one 
them. The plot has real possibilities, but have 


never read less exciting adventure story. Just top 
off the whole thing, the book printed paper that 
harsh and cheap-feeling, reminiscent the paper 
used during World War II. The book jacket design 
excellent and the picture Mr. West the back very 
handsome. But between the covers there nothing 


recommend. 
Edith 
Madison, New Jersey 


Caldwell, Erskine When You Think 
Little, Brown. June 24,1959. 194p. $3.75. (Ila) 

The author this collection short stories well 
known might almost say “notorious” for his 
earlier pictures degradation the South, Georgia 
Boy, God’s Little Acre and Tobacco Road. The present 
volume, however, while obviously suitable only for 
mature readers, not shocking content objection- 
able language. Rather the work talented 
writer wHo handles the tools his craft with skill, fre- 
quently showing deep understanding human nature 
and the motives—sometimes simple, sometimes com- 
plex—of men’s actions. 


The stories include some already published and for- 
gotten, and others that appear for the first time print. 
The overall feeling one gets that the collection 
somehow dated; the scenes and emotions evokes carry 
one back the period just before, during and just after 
World War II. The setting changes from rural Amer- 
ica city life America and Europe and, finally, 
Czechoslovakia. fact, one the surprises the 
book note with what dexterity Mr. Caldwell re- 
creates the sights and sounds life Czechoslovakia; 
obviously, has great admiration for the stubborn yet 
sad people land torn internal strife and threat- 
ened the Nazi jackboots. 

Mr. Caldwell’s forte, however, the American scene, 
particularly country people the South and Middle 
West. Some his Light” and “After 
Eighty Years—are tender, sympathetic portraits old 
age. Others, like “The Barber the Northwest,” 
Visit Mingus Country,” “Grandpa the Bathtub” 
and Short Sleep Louisiana,” have unforget- 
table hilarity and robust vitality them. The book’s 
title story, You Think Me,” comes off less 
well this reviewer’s opinion. tells American 
soldier’s return from the battlefields Italy and his 
reverence for buddy who died save him from 
enemy fire; but the plot development seems somewhat 
contrived. The line drawing Louis Macouillard are 
well done. 


Summary: Despite few blemishes, interesting col- 
lection short stories that may recommended 
discriminating adult readers. 
Robert Cunningham, 
Maryknoll Publications, 
Maryknoll, New York 


Fire Sea 


Gallagher, Thomas 

Rinehart. July 2,1959. 259p. $4.00. (1) 
The loss the Morro Castle fire and grounding 
September, 1934, was one the worst disasters 


and greatest mysteries maritime history. None 
the investigations made the time the subsequent 
trials the ship’s officers could definitely determine 
how the fire started why got out control 
quickly and completely. this day, established 
facts are few; conjectures and conclusions, many. 


known that the ship’s captain died under mys- 
terious circumstances few hours before the fire started 
and that his body was not saved that the question 
poisoning could never either proved disproved; 
that the seriousness the fire was not appreciated 
the ship’s officers until too late; that fire-fighting equip- 
ment was not all place; that the crew was not 
properly drilled fighting fire; that lifeboat drills were 
little more than farce; that SOS was not sent 
soon should have been done; that there were the 
usual number cases individual heroism and 
cowardice. 


Now, after almost twenty-five years, the author offers 
solution how the fire started and why spread 
rapidly. However, the man accused, George 
Rodgers, who was chief radio operator the Morro 
Castle the time, dead and cannot answer any 
the charges made against him. Some the evidence 
circumstantial; some based information from 
others who may well have personal interest the 
matter. Unfortunately, the author does not include 
any the other theses advanced the time, thus 
giving the reader opportunity compare his con- 
clusions with those others. all, the result 
plausible, but not entirely convincing story. 


The description the fire, the ship and its crew 
and the passengers and their conduct during the 
fire and the ensuing rescue operations are good, in- 


teresting, easy reading. good re-write one 
the best news stories the mid-thirties which 
has been added possible solution one the greatest 
tragedies many year. 


Moses, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


The Church the Dark Ages 
Dutton. June 25, 1959. 


Daniel-Rops, 
Translated Audrey Butler. 
624p. $10.00. 


This brilliant and dramatic survey the period from 
Saint Augustine Gregory VII surely the most in- 
formative and interesting account those little known 
centuries which has yet been written. The slow col- 
lapse Rome and her mighty civilization during the 
barbarian inroads the fifth century, the brief re- 
covery the Carolingian renaissance the end the 
eighth, and the still darker night the ninth and 
tenth centuries are vividly pictured. But background 
material kept minimum, the emphasis always 
how these events affected the Church and how the 
Church influenced the course events. The long 
first chapter the life and work Saint Augustine 
justified the author his claim that “the Church 
every decisive moment history always possesses 
significant personality who seems have been placed 
the turning point the centuries God’s own 
witness.” idea emphasizes again and again 


his treatment the Popes Leo Gregory Nicholas 
Sylvester II, and such saints Patrick, Columban 
Augustine Canterbury, Boniface, Odo Cluny and 
others. 


The slow, patient, discouraging efforts the Church 
convert the barbarians and root out the habits 
violence, passion, cruelty and superstition from the 
hearts these new converts epic zeal, perse. 
verance and sanctity the part bishops, monks and 
missionaries over the centuries. Already well 
lished Italy, Gaul and Africa the beginning the 
fifth century, the Church was the only institution 
young and vigorous enough survive the barbarian 
flood, upon her fell the task preserving what could 
saved Roman culture and civilized society while 
the slow process fusion tended barbarize the older 
Gallo-Roman population. The glorious but brief re. 
vival under Charlemagne proved false dawn and the 


ninth and tenth century inroads Norsemen, Slavs,’ 


Magyars and Saracens reduced Europe its lowest state 
anarchy and misery. However, the Church fought 
doggedly and spite the devastation barbarian 
raiders and the tyranny feudal lords not only 
served the Faith but expanded among the German 
tribes and the beginning the eleventh century 
was winning the Hungarian, Bohemian and 
navian peoples Christ. 


The parallel and contrasting developments Byzan- 
tium are also fully treated, for, far from collapsing, the 
Eastern empire grew steadily wealth and power 
from the fourth the seventh centuries. There too 
the development the Church was far different than 
the West, falling more and more under the control 
autocratic government, wracked heresies and 
the fanatical and extremist tendencies the Byzantine 
temperament she flourished numbers and external 
splendor but lost her liberty and vitality finally drifting 
into permanent schism. 


The book masterpiece scholarship crammed with 
information, enriched with discriminating interpreta- 
tion and narrated with dramatic vividness. There 
ignoring shortcomings and scandals, mistakes 
human weaknesses but these are put their proper 
proportion and perspective and there 
warnings against reading history backwards. 
must for the historian and will prove fascinating reading 
for anyone interested the past. 


unfortunate that important work should 
presented such poor format, the binding flimsy, 
the paper cheap and the pages crowded. The transla- 
tion also bit stiff and literal times and the 
quent exclamations and parentheses will annoy the 


English reader. 
Gallagher, 


University Scranton 


Gallenkamp, Charles 

McKay. June 29, 1959. 240p. $5.50. 
general, this representative book the modern 
trend popular archaeology. deals with 
tion which well justified the first part the subtitle: 
riddle. The Mayan civilization, from certain points 
view rather staggers the imagination. 
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Here, the midst trophical rain forest, find 
art, magnificent architecture, writing, astronomy, 
milieu which seems inimical any such thing civili- 
And this complicated way life based 
primitive form agriculture, with benefit ad- 
agricultural techniques tools, domesticated 
animals, the wheel, the potter’s wheel, money ,or any 
other the things have come consider essential 
civilization. spite this, have monumental 
and complicated building, vital sculpture, art jade, 
gold and crystal, elaborate religious structure— 
where now have only ruins overgrown the jungle, 
and Indians who have forgotten all former greatness. 


The author does good job presenting all this former 
greatness, and describing the history its rediscovery. 
The archaeologists alone are worth the price the 
book. And the descriptions various expeditions and 
their funds are well done. share the initial en- 
thusiasms Stevens, and the thrill Ruz 
penetrates through narrow passage-ways until finds 
the tomb under pyramid. 


The archaeologist notes few loose ends. For instance, 
learn that Thompson got into trouble with the 
Mexican Government over his finds the sacred well 
Chichen Itza, and that the finds were deposited 
Harvard University. But never learn that all was 
eventually smoothed over. 


Perhaps even more technically, but also possibly 
admonition that publishers might heed, are stric- 
technical words not explained for the general 
reader, Why publishers not include non-archaeolo- 
gist two among their readers? 


How many people who are not specialists know famili- 
arly the meaning words like: roof-comb, atlatl, cor- 
belled arch, trachyte, synodical, beidellite? How many 
non-Mayans know that pronounced And on. 


The end papers give map the sites. But modern 
places (referred the text) are not the end- 
papers. Various hieroglyphs serve break the 
text, but, they are not identified (how many Mayan 
hieroglyphs can identified?) they not add much 
the reader’s appreciation. The photographs afforded 
are excellent, but could have wished for couple 
Catherwood’s drawings. favorite chapter the 
last. the author does well dealing with the 
why such elaborate and seemingly sempi- 
ternal civilization foundered and went under. Here, 
spite the limitations our present knowledge, 
touches the human universal. 
All all, and spite minor criticisms, recom- 
mend this book those interested the past and the 
past affects the present. 

Franklin Ewing, S.J., 

Associate Professor Anthropology, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


* 


Kelly, Mary Ellen But with the Dawn, Rejoicing 
Bruce. June 29, 1959. 182p. $3.00. 


The beautiful title this book the last verse the 
psalm, nightfall, weeping enters in, but with 
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the dawn, rejoicing.” might aptly sub-titled 
“Career Woman,” “Spiritual Adventure,” “Life Un- 
limited,” for thirty-seven year old Mary Ellen Kelly, 
whose story is, her life blend all 
victim rheumatoid arthritis, the age seventeen 
she faced lifetime pain and immobility and through 
the past twenty years she has learned accept this 
life the way God has charted for her journey: 
heaven. Suffering, she believes, her career and like 
any other career, she can make success, thing 
success. She writes the striving for sanctity with 
sure and delicate touch. She has great gift for facing 
facts and calling them their right names: pain, im- 
mobility, pride, self love, aloneness, spiritual stinginess. 


The life she describes here has been spent for the most 
part the small home town Iowa and St. Joseph’s 
Hospital Sioux City, but these years have been 
interrupted trips through the United States from 
Boston Los Angeles, and trip Canada where 
she joined pilgrimages Cap Madeleine, the 
shrine St. Joseph Mount Royal, the shrine 
Ste. Anne Beaupré. She was blessed having 
happy and prayerful home and throughout the book 
are loving and beautifully worded tributes members 
her family, especially her mother, whose care and 
devotion have made possible the fruitful life she loves 
dearly. Appreciatively remembered too are the 
groups young people whom she has been all 
times surrounded and who always saw that she 
shared their picnics and outings, their attendance 
the theater and the concert. Mary Ellen Kelly has 
not missed much. 


This her first book, but her life has been filled with 
activity. Her articles have been published American 
and Canadian magazines. 1954 she received the 
Christopher Award for article Chosen 
God?” the same year she was named Woman 
the Year the Sioux City Journal and Tribune. Near- 
est her heart the League the Shut-in Sodalists 
which she founded 1943 through which 25,000 
members countries “pool their sufferings—into 
one vast sea which poured daily Our Lady 
great golden chalice and lifted love and reparation 
Almighty God.” The League fosters correspondence 
and book exchange among its members who keep 
through news letter edited periodically Miss 
elly. 


The last third her book describes the Pilgrimage 
Invalids Europe, conducted the Confraternity 
Pilgrims 1953. Not moment this trip escaped 
Miss Kelly’s keen mind and understanding heart she 
she traveled Paris, Fatima, Lourdes, through 
Nice Castel Gandolfo where the pilgrimage was re- 
ceived Pope Pius XII. She gives poignant account 
her thoughts approaching Fatima and Lourdes, 
where each pilgrim must answer for himself the soul- 
searching question, “Dare ask for cure?” “Do 
really want cure?” This one the finest passages 
the entire book. fact the writer her best 
discussing spiritual attitudes, aims, and practices 
such chapters “This matter solitude,” the sub- 
ject resignation, how make meditation, and 
unforgettable summary the last chapter entitled 
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“Letter invalid.” The practical angle her book 
takes the benefits hospital over home care cer- 
tain stages disease, the difficulty adjustment from 
hospital home life, her early realization illness 
great powerful leveller. delightful chapter, 
“Brighten the corner,” she gives definite directions for 
making invalids happy and comfortable, and with 
wonderfully humorous touch describes the practices 
which not serve this end. But the touchstone 
the book, which she always returns “Suffering 
career,” and she well qualified discuss the subject. 


The writing marred excess the slang phrase 
and the wise-crack-dragged-in-for-its-own-sake; this 
harmless mannerism cheapening influence book 
that generally much higher level thought and 
writing. Mary Ellen Kelly gallant and gifted lady 
and look forward more books from her, 


thank her for this one. 
Alice McCahill, 


Charlottesville, Virginia 


Harris, John and Margaret Chant the Hawk 
Random House. June 29, 1959. $3.95. 


The colorful dust jacket this new release from the 
presses Random House promises “an epic novel 
the mountain men and the Oregon Trail,” but the text 
rather disappointing. The book certainly has none 
the sweeping panorama and solemn power the 
epic. The characters are mere handful, and would 
not call them consistent, well-drawn, even lifelike 
for the most part. 


The story begins medias res and harks back the 
strange disappearance two Indian squaws who had 
been traveling the company two trappers, Stroud 
and Reeshar. Stroud had found the bones woman 
when returned camp, and sign the others. 
When the narrative begins, search Indian 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
CTION 
Pasternak Oct. 
Uris Oct. 15, 
Caldwell 15, 
O’Hara Dec. 
Gallico Dec. 
Schiddel Mar. 
Stewart Feb. 


MacLennan Mar. 
Gary Jan. 15, 
Wilson Apr. ’59 
Durrell Apr. 


NON-FICTION 
Mine Enemy Grows Older (IIb) King 
Only America Golden 
Twelve and Twenty Boone 
Elizabeth the Great (Ila) 
Brotherhood Evil (Ila) Sondern 
Nautilus North Anderson Blair 
Brother Was Only Child (Ila) Douglas 
Remember (1) Pasternak 
The Dress Doctor Head& Ardmore 
Friendly Enemies (1) Stevenson 


Doctor Zhivago (Ila) 
Exodus 
The Ugly American (1) 
Dear and Glorious Physician (Ila) 
From the Terrace 
Mrs. Goes Paris (1) 
The Devil Bucks County (III) 
Nine Coaches Waiting 
The Watch That Ends 

the Night (Ila) 


The Middle Age Mrs. Eliot (Ila) 
Mountolive (IIb) 


Dec. 
Aug. 


Best 


band order trade for furs with them. Reeshar 
also seeking the Indians, and the both meet with 
the band the same time. Stroud succeeds getting 
the furs, but not before almost killed the 
Indians drunk Reeshar’s whiskey and armed with 
Reeshar’s knives. After her father, the chief, killed, 
Stroud takes Indian maiden with him back the 
trading post where dispose the furs. 
animals being scattered the Indians, has cache 
the furs and make his way the post. His continuing 
search for the missing squaw matters with 
his half-Indian fiancée, Evie—not mention the 
ence the Indian maiden, Belle. make long and 
not overly interesting story short, Reeshar digs the 
furs (which are later destroyed fire), the mystery 
the missing squaw cleared (Reeshar had mur 
dered her), Reeshar meets unpleasant end, Stroud 
gets his Evie and presumably lives happily ever after, 
All this set before backdrop trappers, trading 
posts, emigrants the Oregon Trail, Indian wars, and 
the Army. fine: unimpressive. 


Brother Cosmos, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Murray, Venetia Waiting for Love 
Dutton. June 160p. $2.95. (IIb) 

fifteen-year-old girl falls love with man 
one, pursues him and eventually meets him and 
taken outings the cinema, Soho restaurant for 
lunch, skating rink. She finds out too late that Harry 
love with Laura, not with Kitty Lee. Miss Murray 
seems writing this out personal experience 
remembered; but her English family show very 
sign being anything but pagan. thin tale and 
one that not particularly well-written; perhaps 
one can write convincingly about moonstruck maidens 
their mid-teens. 


Kanin, Garson Blow Storm 
Random House. June 337p. $3.95. 


Garson Kanin, actor, director, author Born 
day, husband Ruth Gordon, one-time jazz 
phonist, skillfully calls upon the varied elements his 
background for penetrating and absorbing first novel, 
Blow Storm. 


Through series flashbacks recalled the memory 
its saxaphonist-narrator, the story tells Woody 
Woodruff’s tormented life jazz and out. traces 
the development and demise Woody’s 
ing, with colorful gallery well-drawn portraits 
ing into focus: Edmonde, sincere patron and serious 
student jazz; Don, devil-may-care adherent phi- 
losophy trying anything for kicks; Albie, superlative 
and sensitive pianist; the Davises—two brothers and 
two sisters—talented musicians and warm friends. 


But the primary emphasis placed the relationship 
between Woody and Slug Abrams, colored drummer 
Woody’s jazz combo. With intriguing subtlety, Kanin 
reveals that Slug’s death, due dope addiction, not 
caused through personal weakness alone. Prompted 
deeply ingrained prejudice arising 
Woody himself accessory not the actual agent 


the 
death 
Kanin 
the 
results 
tion: 
even 
cause 
sage 
names 
subject 
preciate 


Among 
dop 
thor 
from 
where 
freed 
her Mr. 


friend.” 


But the 
the 
bunc 
know: 
tion, the 
theme 


‘until 


the wor 
peop 
have 
Neverth 
velopme 
and the 


discrimi 


Prager. 

This 
ology, 
catch 


The 
depictin 
ing this 
and the 
down. 


Will 


and the 


eeshar 
with 
getting 

the 
killed, 
the 


ntinuing 
ers with 
ong and 
the 
mystery 
Stroud 
after, 
trading 
ars, and 


and 


and 
rant for 
Murray 
well 
ale and 
1aps 
naidens 


Storm 
Yester- 
his 
novel, 


nemory 
Woody 
traces 
ic-mak- 
serious 
erlative 


ionship 
not 


agent 


jury 15, 1959 


the fact. The book’s climax with the guilt-induced 
death Woody brilliant story telling. 


Kanin provides especially perceptive background 
the creation and meaning jazz. contrasts the arid 
results ratiocination with the inspired fruits intui- 
tion: “What they’ve got say with their insides, that 
even they don’t know about, that’s what counts. Be- 
cause that’s the hope and the song; that’s the mes- 
inserts the authenticating touch real 
names jazz: had discoursed long and loud the 
subject Waller shamefully neglected and unap- 
preciated musician.” 


Among the many examples vivid writing, the effects 
dope provide Kanin with several opportunities. 
Amusement, shock and revulsion alternate the au- 
thor recreates marijuana party. The smile arising 
from the drug-induced gibberish (“Down there, that’s 
where the true ambrosia lies. Ties. Fries. Cries. 
Dies.”) quickly removed the revelations drug- 
freed inhibitions (“Anne doesn’t know and you tell 
her Mr. Never I’ve got ways fouling your nest 


But the heart Kanin’s matter seems pinpointed 
the one sentence wherein real band described 
bunch that’s found out the biggest thing there 
know: that we’re all more the same than different.” 
Reflecting the masterful use implication and sugges- 
tion, that statement appears underscore the dominant 
theme the work: the whole world being cheated 


‘until one world made out the world whites and 


the world colored. must look the sameness 
people and not their differences ever hope 
have world which truly love one another. 


Nevertheless, spite the fullness character de- 
velopment the intriguing narrative, the significant theme 
and the colorful background the jazz world, Blow 
Storm should restricted the mature and 
discriminating adult reader. 


George Perry, 

Chairman, Drama Department, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kidder, E., Jr. Japan Before Buddhism 
Prager. June 25, 1959. 282p. $5.50. (Ila) 

This excellent book for aficionados early archae- 
ology, (the stone ages and the ages bronze and iron), 
for professional archaeologists who have been in- 
volved other areas the world, and would like 


The author pulls punches. the reader needs 
translation for terms like Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and 
Neolithic, courante pattern, for the method 
depicting pottery forms, will have trouble read- 
ing this book. Except for the fact that the place-names 
the names the various cultures will slow him 
own. 


Will somebody please tell why authors deal with 
local place names without general map the area 
and then without local detailed maps? have suffered 


139 


much from this lack, over the years, that feel 
strongly the subject. 


the present case, the Introduction makes things more 
difficult detailed discussion old and new bound- 
aries localities Japan. And without map! 


But those who are willing work it, this book 
Japanese life, offers numerous background precedents 
for modern Japanese life. Thus, there are circular 
stone platforms, and description 
Stone worship and megalithic graves 
rise from the things dug archaeologists. 


Coming closer the Japan know, learn about 
the symbolism spears, and mirrors and the magatama, 
the comma-shaped jewels which trace their origin 
animal canine teeth, pierced with holes and worn 
ornaments long time before. 


The relationships Japan with the rest 
the Far East are interesting. favorite section the 
last one, (and entirely too short), which links the 
past with modern Shinto shrines. 


The illustrations (both line-cuts and photographs) are 
fabulously good (especially considering the price the 
book). 


This book should appear any bibliography Japan. 
Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D. 


Swinnerton, Frank Tigress the Village 
Doubleday. June 18,1959. $3.95. 

recapitulate the ups-and-downs, ins-and-outs, and 
tediously picayune soul-strugglings group stilted 
creations, reviewer would have employ the 
services dedicated assistant script writer popu- 
lar soap opera. Mary Grace, preordained with that 
name good, must battle along her heroic way, 
small English village, with multitude minor 
crises that would tax the attention even the most 
wide-eyed housewife. 


The author, now 75, should anticipate the ten-years 
leeway offered Somerset Maugham, now 85, who 
has been quoted saying that will write more. 
this country, hardly any one can tell you offhand the 
title any Mr. Swinnerton’s books other than 
The Georgian Literary Scene. That was critical book, 
and good one. The novel, however, not his forte; 
Tigress the Village may offer clue the author’s 
failure, novelist—ignorance. seems give the 
impression that knows why people what they do, 
while the reader gets the impression that playing 
with shadowy types. true that Somerset 
Maugham the poor man’s deMaupassant (Charles 
Poore, New York Times, Nov. 15, 1945), then Frank 
Swinnerton may appraised the pauper’s Mau- 
gham. 


first-rate soporific, recommend highly Tigress 
the Village. You won’t know where you left off. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 
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Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Bush, Christopher The Case the Ruuning Man 
Macmillan. July 5,1959. 207p. $2.95. (Ila) 


The prolific (52 novels) Mr. Bush with Ludovic Travers 
among the cadavers investigating the defenestration 
one William Weddall, eccentric millionaire art col- 
lector. For leisurely change pace, take Mr. 
and see! 


Cooke, David (Editor) 
Best Detective Stories the Year 
Dutton. July 4,1959. 255p. $2.95. 


David Cooke’s fourteenth annual collection inadvert- 
ently makes strong point: many mystery “novel” 
short story stretched the weakest point. this 
edition Cooke has done splendid job picking ten 
tasty tidbits from the macabre the cleverly senti- 
mental: canapés for bedtime. 


Welcome, John Run for Cover 
Knopf. July 203p. $2.95. (IIb) 

conventional but exciting thriller pitting resourceful 
Englishman against Soviet espionage ring. The too- 
loose morality mars otherwise impressive debut. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 


Adler, Irving Hot and Cold 
Illustrated Peggy Adler. Day. July, 1959. 128p. $3.00. 
The many ways which heat and cold are created 
and measured, and the uses which the information 
put, are the subject book within the reach 
junior high students. The inter-relation molecular 
and electronic motion, pressure and temperature are 
explained. Measuring devices from Galileo’s clumsy, 
orginal thermometer-barometer the X-ray and the 
oscillograph are described. chapter increasing 
heat, from the candle the controlled thermonuclear 
reactor, matched another lowering tempera- 
tures through series devices including ordinary 
refrigeration all the way down nuclear magnetic 
cooling. One the more fascinating parts the brief 
discussion absolute zero and the comparison 
Fahrenheit, Centigrade and Kelvin scales. always 
Adler book, the approach painless, each step 
proceeding easily from the preceding statement, with 
little human-interest anecdotes facts interspersed 
jolt attention. For example, there the account 
Harold Urey’s “geological thermometer” with which 
charted sea temperatures for the last 300,000 years 
and analyzed 150-million-year-old skeleton show 
the animal was born the summertime, lived four 
years, and died the spring. The book would make 
easy and stimulating background reading for one section 
the physics course. 


*Baker, Rachel 
America’s First Trained Nurse, Linda Richard 
Messner. Mar. 23,1959. 192p. $2.95. 


1872 former Vermont schoolteacher was the 
applicant enroll the newly established nursing 
school the New England Hospital for Women 
Children, Boston. There had been earlier 
train nurses but these failed and conditions 
can hospitals resembled those English institutions 
before Florence Nightingale revolutionized 
Women prisoners frequently worked off sentences 
the wards, what time they were not fuzzy with 
Antisepsis was unknown quantity, and one the 
most laborious chores consisted washing and ironing 
yards and yards used dressings they would 
wrapped around another patient the following day. 
year after her entrance the New 
Linda Richards became graduate nurse, ready pas 
her training other dedicated women. New 


York’s Bellevue Hospital she originated the 


chart, that familiar record found today the foot 
every sick bed. Massachusetts General 
she reorganized both the training and the work the 
nurses. After going England observe Mis 
Nightingale’s St. Thomas’ Hospital, King’s Colleg 
Hospital where the nursing was done 
order nuns) and unnamed Edinburgh hospital, 
she returned Boston City Hospital matron and 
superintendent the nursing school where once she 
had been ward maid. Later, she spent five years 
Japan setting nursing school for the medical 
sionary, Dr. John Berry. Returning once more 
America, she pioneered visiting nurse training 
psychiatric nursing. pleasant record that 
recognition her work came before her death 193 
and that since then rewards outstanding nurses are 
made annually her name. This story-biography 
with good narrative quality, inspiration for gitk 
thinking about nursing career and success story 
girls who are not. Apparently has been carefully 
researched. bibliography nursing and medicine 
suggests further reading for those interested the 
subject. 


Science and the Doctor 
160p., photogs., 


Criterion. 1959. 


$3.50. 
very simplified and interesting history 
dramatic scientific discoveries the remote and 
mediate past are briefly described these affected the 
medicine and surgery. Throughout, 
authors (one doctor medicine) focus attention 
the personal element, whether this the great 
the field, mythical family doctor making his 
rounds, the “you” who the reader. The strict 
chronological arrangement foregone favor 
subject presentation which considers chapter 
the doctor’s mechanical equipment (stethoscope, ther 
mometer, etc.) the progress against germs, the discovery 
therapeutic chemicals, methods blood transfusion, 
use anesthetics, cardiac and plastic surgery, and 
finally the application radium diagnostic and 
curative purposes. 
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recital facts made lively and significant the 
reader, without exaggerating the patient’s chances for 
recovery. One minor point may raise question 
young reader, viz., why normal body temperature 
said 98.4 degrees (pp. 39, 41), when the dic- 
both general and medical cite the customary 
98,6 degrees. Good career material, and good general- 
interest material for any young person who has ever 
doctor’s office. 


Fenyo, Eva 
Guided Tour Through Space and Time 


Hungarian-born theoretical physicist writes for the 
from Euclid and Aristotle Heisenberg’s uni- 
the Relativity and Quantum theories, though 
the presentation subject field rather than 
postulate theoretician. Matter and motion 
these influence light and energy, time and space, 
general and special, non-Euclidean geometries, 
theories about the origin, nature and end the uni- 
verse, and the “strange world anti-matter” are some 
the topics covered. Accompanying the progressively 
dificult concepts are illuminating cartoon-like drawings 
which analogy help clarify the subject, well 
anecdotes which apply the principle concrete situ- 
ation. Undoubtedly, the presentation simple and 
the subject itself permits, but spite the 
hope its being within the grasp any 
without previous scientific training, does not 
sem within the reach the young reader until has 
had least course introductory physics, unless 
especially brilliant. true that references 
physical laws principles are always de- 
fned, but the mathematics alone may prove challeng- 
appendix significant equations, glossary 
and index conclude the book. Teachers high 
physics should find very useful for outside 
readings asssigned their better students. 


Hubbard, Margaret Ann 

Sister Simon’s Murder Case 
Bruce. June 15, 1959. 183p. $3.25. 
one murdered middle-aged woman who had left 
the convent years before order rear her small 
niece. Item: one murdered young student-nurse who 
would probably never have been very efficient and 
whose one supreme achievement was reign Queen 
the Blueberry Festival. Item: one unsolved murder 
years earlier Item One’s brother-in-law. Item: 
one male skeleton, identified the watch its bony 
wrist. Add these Sister Supervisor Nurses whose 
dead policeman father had taught her shoot fast 
and straight, undertaker who came rest upon one 
his own slabs, small boy playing the canyons 


with gun, elderly deaf nun who really should 


have shown some one the curious letter she received, 
millionaire lumberman, young lover and his lass, 
the rest the student nurses, and you have most 
the cast characters, the carnival folk excepted. 
bit confusing times. Some the little separate 
are capably handled, but the author has not 
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fitted them into smooth, inevitable sequence. Most 
the motivation feeble. Occasional phrases and 
sentences are delightful their aptness and unex- 
pectedness. 


Feathers and Flight 
Macmillan. June 16, 1959. 


Hylander, Clarence 
Drawings the author. 
214p., photogs. $3.95. 


Part guide book, part exposition general avian char- 
acteristics, this introduction American ornithology 
attractive appearance and helpful its data. Pre- 
liminary chapters discuss bird anatomy, flight, migra- 
tion and domestic habits. Following which, individual 
chapters describe water birds, birds prey, game birds, 
small birds and perching birds, giving briefly appear- 
ance and specialized features, habitat, food, song, nest 
and clutch. For reading purposes, the early chapters 
are the more entertaining. Following the pattern 
other books the author’s “The Young Naturalist 
Series,” the book concludes with well-presented, brief 
bibliography for further reading and table giving 
genera and species for the birds mentioned the text. 
Useful for nature study classes, junior high, bird 
study clubs and Scout projects, well individual 
hobby. 


Irwin, Keith Gordon The Romance Chemistry 
Anthony Ravielli. Viking. Apr. 1959. 148p. 
Though the subtitle reads “From Ancient Alchemy 
Nuclear Fission,” the history really begins with Egyptian 
astronomers and artisans and stops briefly over Moslem 
scholars like Geber and Avicenna, well the 16th- 
century physician, Agricola. Having reached the 18th 
century chapter two, the author then systematically 
outlines succeeding discoveries and achievements 
chemical science, using framework the personality 
and biographical data about the discoverers. The book 
ends with Hall’s youthful ingenuity isolating pure 
aluminum cheaply, Frasch’s new attack upon mining 
sulphur melting the source, Haber’s prewar 
research which gave Germany all the nitric acid she 
needed during World War and Langmuir’s fruitful 
findings for General Electric. The book pleasant 
read; its illustrations are striking. There little infor- 
mation, however, that not found other earlier 
works the subject. 


Gerald (Comp.) 

Way Knowing 
Illustrated Clare and John Ross. Crowell. May 15, 
1959. 234p. $3.50. 


Though subtitled Collection Poems for Boys,” 
this fine assortment ranging from Shakespeare Dylan 
Thomas seems equally suitable for Many are 
standard poems found many other anthologies, but 
more are fresh and modern. Arranged subject pat- 
tern, they include humorous poems, ballads, lyrics and 
occasional excerpt from longer poem. was good 
come upon two Gerard Manly Hopkins. one 
characteristic were assigned the collection 
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whole, perhaps this would “eye-opener,” since most 
them command attention experiences previously 
unnoted not thoroughly felt. Very attractive for- 
mat, with wide, open pages, the volume one for 
personal perusal rather than assignment reference, 
and would make beautiful book for private ownership. 
There brief foreword the nature and reading 


poetry. 


Elisabeth How Wide the Heart 
McGraw. Apr. 15,1959. 186p. $3.00. 


Ellen, newly graduated from high school, returned 
her Maine island home for the summer before taking 
art school Boston September. What she had 
thought would pleasant interlude among familiar 
scenes and people turned into time decision. 
Should she marry Joey and stay the island where 
her family had been lobstermen for 200 years? 
should she get some real training painting, always 
considering the island place come back after 
she had experienced other places and situations? Her 
cousin Donna’s baby and Joey himself were powerful 
arguments favor the former course, but her paint- 
ing pulled her the other way, helped along casual 
contacts with mysterious summer visitor the island. 
The fact that Donna’s marriage had taken place before 
either she her young husband was ready for had 
its effects Ellen, too. the end, she and Joey came 
understanding which left both them free but 
did not end their long friendship. The book deals with 
real problems realistic fashion. has good atmos- 
phere, reproducing the rugged Maine coast and its 
inhabitants successfully. Ellen portrayed with deft- 
ness and sensitivity. The theme never obtrusive but 
the wisdom waiting for maturity before marriage 


plain see. 


Find Career Journalism 


Parsons, Tom 
160p., photogs. $2.75. 


Putnam. Apr. 10, 1959. 


newspaperman and professional writer identifies the 
fields specialization news writing, reportorial and 
editorial, describes the material taken from wire serv- 
ices, tells the aspirant how get start (paid volun- 
tary). One chapter his book illustrates three types 
stories, news, feature and follow-up; another section 
concentrates publicity work, with illustrative speci- 
mens. Two separate lists give: (1) educational insti- 
tutions (chiefly state universities) which offer journal- 
ism courses, scholarships and part-time jobs; (2) edu- 
cational institutions (largely duplicating the first list) 
which offer journalism programs approved the 
American Council Education for Journalism. The 
author does not make large promises, rather warns 
that competition for jobs keen and “openings 
newspapers are mighty few.” However, spreading 
over into the book and magazine publishing fields, radio, 
television, house organs, playwriting, freelancing and 
public relations, manages offer hope the tal- 
ented and determined. Appended are list proof- 
reader’s marks and glossary newspaper terms which 
may prove useful the youth working his own and 
without formal training the subject. 


Alexander’s Horse; 


Powers, Alfred 
Longmans. Apr. 29, 1959, 


Illustrated John Mackey. 
213p. $3.50. 

The author Hannibal’s Elephants 
the account Alexander the Great’s conquest 
Egypt, Asia Minor and Persia, seen two young 
stable-boys who exercised the great 
famous seven stallions. the route the 
unrolls, many allusions are made historical 
peoples and places, for example the feud 
Demosthenes and Alexander and the reputed 
the former. Spies abound and the conflict largely 
depends upon these and upon the Persians’ 
steal Alexander’s prize steed, Bucephalus. The tale 
concludes with the death all seven horses 
attack upon India, plus hints that Alexander has 
ready lost his outstanding Greek characteristics and 
becoming orientalized. The action the plot slow 
and toilsome, the characters (even that Alexander) 
sketched and never rounded. Dialog seems 
modern and colloquial, and relations between the 
queror and the known world and his stable-boys 
other underlings seem very familiar and informal. 


which results story that never seems quite 


lievable. 


Reinfeld, Fred 
Uranium and Other Miracle Metal 
Sterling. Mar. 1959. 128p., photogs., drawings. $3.95. 


revised edition 1955 publication, this 
about three-fourths its space uranium and the 
remaining pages brief accounts metals such 
lithium, beryllium, zirconium, cesium, germanium, 
talum and others. Steel included among the shorter 
accounts, with its indispensable uses modern 
tion getting relatively greater attention than the 
But the uranium section which makes the 
There interesting and well detailed chapter 
locating and mining the metal; another the 
cipal methods making atomic fuel; and third 
interesting section radioisotopes and their uses 
medicine, agriculture, industry and general research. 
The chapters the atom and its parts, 
fission and reactors, have been told many times 
but the information the peace- and war-time uss 
atomic power has interesting up-to-date 
Not the least attractive phase the book the many 
photographs, some vivid colors. Easy read and 
helpful providing general, background information 
the subject. occasional out-of-date statement 
may noted, for instance the declaration (p. 
that France has renounced atomic weapons. 


Rich, Josephine 

Pioneer Surgeon: Dr. Ephraim 
Mar. 23, 1959. 192p. $2.95. 
Story-Biography the pioneer American doctor 
made medical history performing the first 
1809, this also good account the status 
medicine (particularly surgery) the turn the 
century. Son Kentucky judge, the boy was reared 
farm but decided against both farming and the 
law favor apprenticeship under local 
trained practitioner who lamented his lack 
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burgh schooling. His advice carried the young Ephraim 
through another years’ apprenticeship under 
Virginia doctor who had trained Edinburgh, and 
later after unusually good tobacco year the boy 
studied Edinburgh for two years. This quali- 
fed him medicine and surgery but gave him 
medical degree. Not until after many years practice 
his native Kentucky, with the resultant fame which 
his operating skill brought him, did the 
Maryland award him honorary medical degree. The 
stresses throughout his moral courage going 
ahead spite his colleagues’ disapproval his 
threats bodily harm. Readable and in- 
for both junior and senior high (much dialog 
the account also tribute his early 
patients whose confidence their doctor induced them 
put themselves his hands, sans anaesthetics, anti- 
antibiotics. More smoothly written, with 
integration material, than the author’s earlier 
Jean Henri Dunant, founder the Interna- 
tional Red Cross. 


Roy Campanella, Man Courage 
190p. $2.95. 


Not surprisingly, this story-biography the famous 
Dodger catcher contains most the material the 
Shapiro account (Best Sellers, December 15, 1958). 
There are however incidentals brought out which are 
have, such Campanella’s friendship with and 
debt the Negro catcher, Josh Gibson. Too, though 
the accidents Campanella suffered throughout his play- 
ing career are not overlooked, they are not made the 
framework the book, the Shapiro version has them. 
Rather, Campanella’s stamina, quiet courage and genial 
ways are stressed. Much dialog, the usual dramatiza- 
tion successful plays, and favorable comment 
Campanella’s family life make the book useful for 
junior high. 


Schoor, Gene 


Shapiro, Milton The Phil Rizzuto Story 
Messner. Apr. 192p., photogs. $2.95. 


When stood around uncertainly his first day 
practice with the Yankees, Lefty Gomez said him, 
“Hey, kid, grab your scooter and let’s go.” And ever 
since then has been “Scooter” Rizzuto. The book 
concerned mainly with his years the Yankee 
Two threads run through the narrative: (1) the 
famous shortstop’s rise the heights baseball glory 
spite his less-than-average height; (2) his re- 
luctance give when his game fell off. was 
dropped without warning 1956 the age 38. 
Fortunately, has diverse business resources, one 
them popular broadcaster radio and television. 
like all the author’s books, this enthusiastic its 
admiring its subject, and generous the 
amount interpolated dialog. Boys who enjoy 
account the game will happy with it. 


Smith, Agnes Edge the Forest 
Decorations Roberta Moynihan. Viking. Apr. 1959. 

forest idyli, reminiscent ancient folktale its 
and idealism, tells the adventures little 
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black lamb driven into the Young Woods crazed 
sheep dog and befriended black leopardess. 
truce was declared among certain the forest creatures 
—the owl, the deer, the hummingbird, the snake; and 
where trace was possible, these defended the little 
black lamb against such enemies the tiger and the 
wild dogs. Now the boy herder who had lost the lamb 
was the third and youngest son the shepherd. Fanci- 
ful, sensitive and kind, felt himself failure, 
opinion with which his family agreed. And yet when 
came time for the little black lamb back 
man, was the third son who handled the situation 
with loving wisdom. Possibly intended allegory 
the theme love and innocence disarming evil, this 
delicately and imaginatively told. Too long for the 
fairy-tale age, bit elusive for the junior-senior high 
age, will probably appeal the young person who 
likes books for the beautiful way things are said rather 
than primarily for what said. 


Sterling, Stewart Fifty Fathom Klondike 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 20,1959. 213p.,map. $2.95. 


Shrimping the waters off Yucatan provides the color, 
setting and action for book whose hero 16-year-old 
farm boy from Tennessee. The picture busy days 
sea challenging, what with hours duty 
degree temperatures, accompanied blistered necks 
and acid-sores the hands. Many the incidents 
are familiar: the stepson pushed off his father’s prop- 
erty, the theft his wallet slept route, the 
lucky application for job board just before regular 
crewman reported sick, the rescue mate shark- 
infested waters, the navigation the damaged ship 
when captain and regular crew are injured, etc. But 
there also good picture the shrimping industry, 
and soundly suggestive example the boy’s determi- 
nation use his share the prize money for college 
education. Easy and times exciting reading for junior 
high boys. 


Indians 


Edwin 


Illustrated the author. 
in., 157p. $4.95. 

The author the well-received Colonial Living (Best 
Sellers, October 15, 1958) describes the way life 
our American Indians, for the major part before the 
white man came, dividing the various racial stocks 
into Woodland Hunters, Iroquois, Southern Farmers, 
Midlanders, Buffalo Hunters, West Coast Tribes, Desert 
Townsmen, Northerners, and Coast Townsmen (i.e., 
Tlingit, Haida and other tribes). For each these 
groups, information given about tools, weapons, hous- 
ing, foods, clothing, transportation, sports and games, 
crafts any, and festivals. Two introductory chapters 
comment the probable origin the Amerind, men- 
tion prehistoric groups, and discuss communication, 
physical characteristics, manners and religion for the 
group whole. Clean-cut drawings, said number 
over 230, extend the text faithfully and very satisfac- 
The best feature the book the clarification 
provides for the concept “Indians” showing that 
our native Americans were diversified their ways 
were the white men theirs. Only less helpful 
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the dispassionate tone the author uses, giving full credit 
for achievements (“We have had better opportuni- 
ties but are not necessarily very different 
people.”) While far from condoning white treatment, 
understanding why the white man took their 
country from them. Interesting and precise its pre- 
sentation. Indexed. 


Vetter, Marjorie and Laura Vitray 
The Questions Girls Ask 
Dutton. May 11,1959. 156p. $2.95. 


This retains the title book published 1939 and, 
according the title page, was inspired the earlier 
book. The content the new publication, however, 
said based on: (1) national survey girls 11-18- 
years-old made Michigan State University the 
request the Girl Scouts; and (2) the most frequent 
problems mentioned letters The American Girl 
magazine. friendly, anecdotal fashion are discussed 
such topics personality and physical maturity, hygiene 
and personal appearance, relations with parents, siblings 
and other girls and boys, social skill, part-time jobs and 
future careers, and finally personal code ethics. 
the main, the advice along with the conven- 
tions accepted one’s own circle, though there 
tactful warning look ahead possible consequences. 
While liberal the subject kissing and necking, the 
authors are outspoken against petting. None the 
topics treated extensively profoundly, but many 
bewildered, unsure young girls will derive help from 
the suggestions offered. 


Wohlrabe, Raymond and Werner Krusch 
The Land and People Venezuela 


Lippincott. May 13, 1959. 124p., photogs., map. $2.95. 
(Portraits the Nations series) 


Following the customary pattern for this series, the 
latest volume describes the topography, history, leaders, 
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industry and resources Venezuela. One two 
the larger cities, one two the greatest leaders, 
about half dozen sections the country are given jp. 
dividual treatment. Naturally, oil shown play; 
big part currently. Heavily factual, the book seems 
compelling than the authors’ earlier volume 
series, The Land and the People Germany. 
subject, though, concerns Americans very directly 
one about which our young people should 
formed. 


Yates, Brock 

Destroyers and Destroyermen; The Story 

Our Navy 
Harper. May 207p., photogs. $3.00. 
According the author the destroyer the 
weapon against the submarine, makes better tha 
half America’s warships, and unlike the rest 
Navy’s apparatus remains substantially 
throughout years’ confusing metamorphosis th: 
fleet. reviews the ship’s history beginning with th: 
episode the Civil War when Lieutenant 
ing and Union volunteers launch 
torpedo the Confederate ram, Albemarle, and 
her. Destroyer convoy action World War 
credited with permitting precious supplies 
Britain, without which she would have lost the 
Their performance World War was even 
dramatic, showing versatility other type ship 
could command. Peacetime rescues and mercy 
sions are described, too, and typical day board: 
destroyer enacted. The author forecasts atomic 
powered, automated destroyers for the future, 
clean, uncluttered lines, and points out the advantag 
the ship will have over shore installations ICBM 
IRBM attack. cannot foresee time when the 
will superseded. There glossary but 
Lively, enthusiastic writing, many heroic incidents 
counted, interesting details, and official 
photographs make book boys will like. 
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